Ash Green Resident’s Association
Annual General Meeting - Minutes 

13 April 2012

Present.

AGRA: 
Terina Notz (TN) (Secretary), Danny Jurmann (DJ) (Acting chairman), Alan Broadley, Seonaid Phillips, Carole Creech (Acting treasurer), Alessia Mestrone, Siobhan Hills, Pat Taylor, Stephen Bowers (SB)
Police: 
Police Community Support Office Sue Robinson

Guildford Borough Council: Gary Kirk (GK) (Environmental Enforcement Officer), Councillor Nick Sutcliffe (NS)
Ash Parish Council: Councillor Paul Spooner (PS)
Apologies: Sue Johnson (Treasurer), Tony Bowdrey (AGRA), Nigel Manning (Ash Parish Council), Simon Gimson (Surrey County Council); Matt Redfern (Police/speeding), Lesley Telford-Gillies (Community Warden).  Valerie O’ Dea (Bund Report)
Total attendees: 30
Thank you to everyone who attended.

The raffle raised: £54.50

Thank you to everyone who brought prizes and bought tickets.

	Item
	Details
	Action Points

	1
	PCSO Sue Robinson:

· Ash Green is mostly crime free, however in Collins Gardens there was a drug stop and two young men were found to have cannabis on them and in one of their homes.

· 2 speed checks have been performed in Ash Green but speed levels were found to be within acceptable limits.

· Cars parked on White Lane: - Parking half on the pavement is legal provided that there is space for a double child buggy to pass, and is not obstructing someone’s driveway.  Side lights are not required to be left on because the road has a 40mph speed limit.   
· “Whiteways” on White Lane has had their fence damaged but there is insufficient evidence to follow up.

· There is a fraud being perpetrated by rogues pretending to offer alternative British Gas tariffs.  Authentic British Gas representatives will have ID and do not just turn up.
· The police have been ticketing cars that are parked too close to junction at the station end of Foreman Park.

· Armed Robbery at Eden bookmakers in North Lane, Aldershot at 8:30, 5th April by a 6 foot man wearing a balaclava and left in a Silver Astra – found burned out at Pirbright.  Please contact the police with any information
	Promote the lowering of the speed limit in White Lane to 30mph by providing a template letter and contact details for Councillor Simon Gimson (SG) on the website (DJ) and contact details on the Ash Green noticeboard (TN).

	2
	Other:
Double yellow lines have passed planning for Foreman Road

	

	3
	Environmental Enforcement Officer Gary Kirk:
Fly Tipping:
· The majority of fly tipping is domestic waste which has been dumped by unregistered traders who offer to clear waste for householders.  

· Use of unregistered traders is an offence and it is the householder’s responsibility to check that the trader/builder has a waste carriers license.

· Signs have been erected warning that fly tipping is illegal.  The signs are a required pre-cursor to CCTV, however CCTV is expensive £3500 per unit and perpetrators have to be caught on camera dumping waste to be prosecuted.

· Dumping of any material (biodegradable or otherwise) is an offence.

· Guildford Borough Council will remove furniture (£12 per item) and registered waste carriers can be found on checkatrade.com or by telephoning Guildford Borough Council 01483 4444 99 (All day every day).

· Fly tipping can also be reported on 01483 4444 99.


Rubbish Lorries:

· Waste falling off recycling lorries is an issue and a second team follows the next day to pick up fallen debris on local streets.

· Waste is picked up on major highways quarterly, less often than previously since a review by  health and safety concluded that the roads need to be closed before collection of waste can occur.  Roads are only closed quarterly since it is expensive.
Dog Waste:

· £50 fines are liable for people not picking up after their dogs.

	AGRA to publicise the points made on the website (DJ).

Determine if there are special facilities required/available for disposing of fluorescent and low energy lightbulbs (GK)
Use licensed carriers (everyone).



	4
	Minutes of the AGM 2011
· Proposed to be true and accurate by Alan Broadley, seconded by Martyn Day.  Passed.

	None

	5
	Matters arising from the minutes

· None

	None

	6
	Chairman’s Report (Danny Jurmann)

· Speed Watch has been initiated with 14 trained members and has successfully caught several offenders.  Offenders are sent warning letters and repeat offenders may be visited by the police.
· AGRA has successfully raised the issue of salting and gritting the roads this winter.  Thank you to Surrey County Council for a much better response this year than last.

· A bin for dog waste and general refuse has been placed by the old railway line in response to local concerns.

· Residents were asked for a show of hands as to who opposed the developments at the Croft and Ash Manor Fields/School.  The majority were opposed.  The chairman asked residents to check the letters on the council website planning boards (links are on the AGRA website) to check that the letters coming from their addresses are in fact theirs.    The Croft has resubmitted revised plans and residents were encouraged to visit the council website planning boards (links are on the AGRA website).

	None

	7
	Treasurer’s Report  - Carole Creech
· Astrid Bowers-Veenman proposed the accounts be recorded as correct, seconded by Sheila Bicknell.


	Accounts to be posted on the website (DJ).

	8
	The Bund – See point 9d
	


	9
	Questions to the Councillors
1) The footpath remains overgrown between the disused railway bridge to Grange Road

NS agreed that the situation was unsatisfactory.
	NS to follow up with Surrey County Council /Guildford Borough Council

	9b
	Questions to the Councillors
2) Accidents at the corner of White Lane/Foreman Road/Ash Green Road
Under reporting by local residents means recent accidents do not show up on the database, and because the accidents are minor (major accidents would be reported automatically) means that the danger of this junction is unrecognised. (NS)

	Report Accidents. (Everyone)
Speed limit reduction to be pursued by County Councillor (SG)

	9c
	Questions to the Councillors
3) Graffiti removal under old railway bridge

It was believed that this has already been cleaned (NS/PS)

In fact the graffiti has been obscured by paint (TN)

	Confirm the state of the graffiti and contact NS/PS.  (TN)

	9d.
	Questions to the Councillors.
4a) Can councillors explain why work on the bund has yet to start?  

Work will begin when final legal formalities have been completed (NS)

4b) Why were we informed at the AGM last year that planning had been granted when it had not?
Actual granting of planning permission was a formality – there were no objections from landowners or residents - but it still took longer than expected.  (NS)

4c) There are unprofessional practices such as passing messages to landowners via third parties.

The councillors were unaware of such practices but will ensure that they do not occur. 

	NS to keep AGRA informed every quarter as to the progress or lack thereof.
Ensure that communication with landowners is not via intermediaries (NS).

	9e
	Questions to the Councillors.

5) The localism bill and how it will affect Ash Green.  Can the councillors explain what is meant by the proposed allocations Ash and Tongham Part 1 and 2? (http://www.guildford.gov.uk/siteallocations).
The Localism Bill doesn’t change the scale of development needed - Guildford Borough Council will have to find land for 350-450 houses per year until 2031, similar to under the last government.  However there is very little capacity for redevelopments in Guildford, Ash /Tongham or larger villages such as East Horsley or Ripley.  

In the current economic climate big sites within Guildford are undesirable to developers because they are expensive to redevelop.  Since many of these sites are failed developments following the housing crisis, developers can claim these sites are not viable.  This places pressure on the greenfields and green belt which will always be financially viable for new housing but are normally second in line to urban sites which should be developed first.  The planning documents with the sites listed around Ash & Tongham are those put forward by landowners and developers as ‘available for housing’.  That is why every potential field has been put forward for consideration.
The fields in Ash Green Meadows were a “Site of Nature Conservation Interest” but this has been drastically reduced after the owner ploughed it destroying the nature. 
If green belt areas are taken by development new green belt areas will be created to keep the balance.

	None

	9f
	Questions to the Councillors

6) Can councillors give an update on the drilling applications in Tongham?
Magellan show no sign of pursuing their application after the controversy in 2009 but other companies are likely to make applications at the next licensing round (NS/PS).

	None

	9g
	Questions to the Councillors

7) Councillor Sutcliffe works as a public relations advisor for a number of development companies.  Could councillor Sutcliffe explain how he proposes to protect the interests of local residents?

Councillor Sutcliffe stated that he does not represent developers in the areas for which he is a councillor so there is no conflict of interest.  On the contrary his experience working as a PR man for developers is an asset in contesting inappropriate developments (NS).  Councillor Sutcliffe’s experience is found to be extremely valuable by his colleagues on the council (PS).

	None

	9h
	Questions to the Councillors

8) Could letters be sent to local stables reminding riders to wear high visibility jackets?
Councillors suggested contacting the Police Community Service Officers and ask them to contact local stables.

	AGRA to contact PCSO. (TN)

	10
	Election of the chairman and committee

No chairman stood or was elected.  AGRA retains a rotating chair.

No new committee members proposed.  Existing members voted back in.  Proposed by Tanya Backhurst, Seconded by Bill Evison.
	None


